
International 
Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme 

The IB  DP student 

Any student with a strong work ethic 

that embraces inquiry and research 

and views the world and learning with 

an open-mind is encouraged to 

consider becoming  part of the VHS IB 

Diploma Programme. 

The courses are writing intensive, so a 

willingness to write is imperative, but 

students do not have to be great 

writers. Writing is part of the learning 

process. 

 

“Students seeking an innovative, 

culturally-based, civic-minded, 

and academically rigorous  

course of study should well 

consider the IB  Programme.” 
 

              -Kedra Ishop 
                 Director of Admissions (1998-2014) 

                The University of Texas at Austin 

2007-2008 INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE ORGANIZATION 

How do universities        
view the IB DP?                              

“One of the advantages of an IB curricu-

lum is its structure and quality. It is a co-

ordinated program, well-established, well 

known and well respected. We know the 

quality of IB courses, and we think the IB 

curriculum is terrific.” 

                 -Christoph Guttentag,                   
                  Director of Undergraduate Admissions  

                    Duke University 

 

 

“ Success in the IB Program correlates 

well with success at Harvard. We are al-

ways pleased to see the credentials of 

the IB Diploma Program on the tran-

script. GPA is not nearly as important a 

factor in university admission as the IB 

Diploma. If a student has to choose, 

choose the Diploma over protecting the 

GPA.” 

      - Marilyn McGrath Lewis,       
                         Asst. Dean of Admissions 
                       Harvard University 

 

 

 

For more information visit  the VHS    

website and under Quick Links, 

IB Programme. 

 

Contact: Debbie Quick 

debbie.quick@leanderisd.org 

512-570-2344 

IB Core requirements 
(Over a two year period) 

 

 TOK (Theory of knowledge) Course 

          Inquiry & critical thinking class 

 

 EE (Extended Essay) 

          Original Research 

 

 CAS (Creativity, Activity, Service) 

          Personal Portfolio 



FAQ’s 

Can students take just one or a few IB 

courses? 

No, the IB Diploma Programme is all inclusive; it is a 

full diploma program and students must complete 

all IB DP requirements. 

How much college credit will students 

receive for successfully completing the IB 

Diploma Programme? 

Students may receive up to 24 college credit hours 

in TX depending on exam scores. Every university is 

different. (e.g. Many Florida universities award up 

to 30 hours of credit.) 

What is the difference between IB and AP? 

IB DP is a complete two year program junior/senior 

years which requires advanced prerequisites 

freshman /sophomore years, and IB exams are 

mandatory in every course. Students who 

successfully complete the program receive an IB 

diploma in addition to their high school diploma. 

ALL IB COURSES ARE WEIGHTED 

Group 1: English A                                                                                                      
Language and Literature HL 

Group 2:  Language Acquisition                                                                                 
Spanish B SL and HL                                                                                                          
French B SL (HL with teacher approval)                                                                                                                          
Latin B SL (HL with teacher approval) 

Group 3: Individuals and Society                                                                               
History SL and HL                                                                                                                       

Group 4: Experimental Sciences                                                                                
Biology SL and HL                                                                                                        
Chemistry SL and HL                                                                                                       
Physics SL and HL   

Group 5: Mathematics                                                                                                
Math Applications SL, Math Analysis SL and HL                                                             
(students follow their natural math progression)  

Group 6: Electives                                                             
Music SL and HL                                                                                                           
Visual Arts SL and HL                                                                
Dance SL and HL                                                                
Psychology SL and HL                                                        
Computer Science SL and HL                                                                                                        
Design Technology SL (engineering)      

                         

*Other options for Group 6 include another science or 
language 

VHS IB DP Courses  

for 2019-2020 

What is the IB Diploma Programme?  

 
 The International Baccalaureate Program is a two 

year holistic approach to learning designed for highly moti-

vated students.  

 This rigorous program encourages a global perspec-

tive, meeting international standards of excellence, and pro-

vides students with unmatched preparation for colleges and 

universities across the globe.  

 This interdisciplinary program requires a great deal 

of independent thinking, research, written assessments, and 

oral presentations.  

 

 

IB Diploma Programme Requirements:  

Freshman / Sophomore years:                           

All students planning on participating in the IB DP junior 

and senior years must enroll in ALL advanced courses of-

fered (Pre-AP and AP) freshman and sophomore 

years.  (*Students may choose to take AP Human Geogra-

phy OR World History AP.) Students MUST attend occasion-

al IB DP informational seminars during PIT. 

Junior / Senior years:  The IB DP                                    

All IB DP candidates must complete coursework and take 

exams in six different areas of study. 

1. Native Language - English A: Language and Literature 

2. Language Acquisition - Spanish B, French B, Latin B 

3. Individuals and Societies - History of Americas           

4. Sciences - Biology, Chemistry, Physics                     

5. Mathematics - Math Applications or Math Analysis 

6. Electives- Music, Visual Arts, Dance, Psychology, Com-

puter Science, Design Technology (engineering), or anoth-

er science or language  

 

 

The IB Learner Profile: 

 
Inquirer        Open-Minded 

Knowledgeable       Caring 

Thinkers        Risk-Takers 

Communicators       Balanced 

Principled            Reflective 

 


